Evaluating Personal Injuries: Considerations from Construction Codes/Standards and Human Factors Perspectives
When encountering a personal injury case (e.g., trip/slip and fall, construction injury), there are various disciplines that can help assess how and/or why a fall event occurred. For example, an understanding of pertinent construction industry codes and standards can help parse out the various responsibilities of design professionals, contractors, and owners in designing, constructing, and maintaining constructed improvements. Conversely, human factors can provide data-driven insight as to whether a given personal injury can be explained by typical human behavior. Although experts in these two disciplines can be used independently, they can also work together effectively. This presentation will discuss historical development and common applications of construction standards (such as OSHA 1926 and ADA), as well as the scientific studies that explain how pedestrians navigate their physical environment. We will explore the interaction between these two disciplines, strategies that attorneys can use to maximize each approach, and address issues and claims frequently seen in these types of cases. 

