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August 14 ñ 16, 

2008 

 

Vail Marriott 

Mountain Resort 

and Spa  

 

Vail, Colorado  



 

 

Hotel Information  

CDLA has reserved a block of rooms at Vail Marriott Mountain Resort & Spa, in 

Vail,  Colorado. The block of hotel rooms will be held until July 23, 2008.  To 

guarantee a room at the host hotel and at the special conference rates, you must 

make your reservations no later than July 23, 2008.  

CDLA has secured the following special room rates:  

  Standard Room $165         Deluxe and Studio King Rooms $195  

You must make your reservations directly with the Vail Marriott Mountain Re-

sort by going to the CDLA website (www.codla.org) and clicking on the Mar-

riott reservation link, or by calling 1 -800-648-0720. PLEASE TELL THEM YOU 

ARE WITH THE COLORADO DEFENSE LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (CDLA) AN-

NUAL SEMINAR.  

Seminar Registration  

Register for the seminar with the enclosed registration form. Please note, there is a discount for 

early registration. The final deadline for submitting registration forms is Friday, August 

1, 2008 . If you register before July 10, 2008, the registration fee will be reduced. Registrants who 

cancel after August 1, 2008 and before August 8, 2008, will receive a refund of one -half of the to-

tal registration fee. No refunds will be given for cancellations after August 8, 2008.  The registra-

tion fee includes the Thursday evening cocktail reception, Friday and Saturday luncheons, and 

the Saturday evening Closing Celebration  

We anticipate that the seminar will be accredited for 14 continuing education credit hours, in-

cluding 3 ethics credits.  

 

Golf Tournament  

 

The CDLA Golf Tournament, sponsored by Engineering 

Systems Inc., will be held on Thursday, August 14,  

2008, at the Vail Golf Club, 1778 Vail Valley Drive, Vail, 

Colorado, 81657. The tournament will be a scramble for-

mat with tee times beginning at 10:00 a.m. The fee is 

$125 per person, which includes green fee, golf cart, 

range balls, and afternoon barbeque. Check -in will begin 

at 9:30 a.m. You will be notified of your tee time the 

week before the tournament.  The final deadline for 

submitting the tournament registration form and 

fee is August 1, 2008.  



 

 

Program Highlights  

Thursday, August 14, 2008  

   Golf Tournament ñVail Golf Club  

9:30 a.m.   Check-in  

10:00 a.m.   Tee Times Begin  

    Barbeque at the end of your game  

   Vail Marriott Mountain Resort and Spa  

4:00 ñ 8:00 p.m.  Conference Registration                                                               

6:00 ñ 9:00 p.m.  Welcome Reception 

 

Friday, August 15, 2008  

7:30 ñ 9:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast  Sponsored by JAMS in Dispute  

 

General Sessions 

8:30 ñ 9:00 a.m.  òWelcome and Introductionsó     

    Karen Hannah Wheeler, CDLA President  

9:00  ñ 9:50 a.m. . òTrial Judges Paneló      

    Hon. Jack Berryhill, Hon. Robert McGahey, Hon David Miller  

 10:00 ñ10:50 a.m.  òKnow  Your Audienceó Appellate Judges Paneló                                           

    Hon. Alan Loeb, Hon Diana Terry  

11:00 ñ11:50 a.m.  òProfessionalism in Litigationó                                                           

    Craig Sargent, CDLA Vice President, will moderate a discussion      

    with the judges from the morning panels.  

 

12:00 Noon      Lunch  

òJudicial Independence?  

The Role of Politics in the Judiciaryó 

Point/Counter -Point  

Matthew Biscan, Esq. & Robert Miller, Esq.  

  



 

 

Friday, August 15, 2008 (Continued)  

Afternoon Breakout Sessions  

 

1:30 p.m. ñ4:20 p.m.   Litigation Track  

 1:30 ñ 2:20 p.m.  Dealing with the High Profile Case                                                                 

     Patrick OõRourke, Esq., University of Colorado at Denver 

 2:30 ñ 3:20 p.m.  Collateral Source                                                            

     Elizabeth Kleger, Esq., Chad Hemmat, Esq.  

 3:30 ñ 4:20 p.m.   Fraudulent Medical Claims                         

     Dennis Lane, Esq.   

 

1:30 p.m. ñ4:15 p.m.   New Lawyers Track  

 1:30 ñ 2:20 p.m.  Judges Discuss ò10 Things a New Lawyer Should   

     Know About Practicing in District Courtó 

 2:30 ñ 4:20 p.m. . Making Your Closing Arguments òSexyó!                     

     Hon Christina Habas, Cliff Latolias, Esq.   

 

1:30 p.m. ñ4:15 p.m.   Workersõ Compensation Track 

 1:30 ñ 2:20 p.m.  RSD/CRPS ñ  Fact, Fad or Fiction?     

     Annu Ramaswamy, M.D.  

  2:30 ñ 3:20 p.m.  Case Law Update       

     Kelly Krueger, Esq.    

 3:30 ñ 4:20 p.m.   Defending Permanent Total Disability Claims  

     John Sandberg, Esq.  

 

1:30 p.m. ñ4:15 p.m.   Construction Law Track  

 1:30 ñ 2:20 p.m.  Expert Witness Disclosures     

     David Bush, Esq., Brad Shefrin, Esq.     

 2:30 ñ 3:20 p.m.  Topics in Construction Defect Litigation   

     David Bush, Esq., Ivan Sarkissian, Esq.,  Brad Shefrin, Esq.,

     Janet Wells, Esq.  

 3:30 ñ 4:20 p.m.   Mediating the Construction Defect Lawsuit   

     Joel Kolodny, Esq., Steve Mains, Esq., Ivan Sarkissian, Esq.,

     Janet Wells, Esq . 



 

 

Friday, August 15, 2008 (Continued)  

Judges Reception  

4:30 p.m. ñ 5:30 p.m.  

 

New Lawyers Reception  

5:30 p.m. ñ 6:30 p.m.  

 If you are a New Lawyer (having been sworn in less than six years ago), you are invited      

 to this reception. Come meet your fellow new attorneys and your representative on the 

 CDLA Board of Directors (along with all of the other Directors.)  

 

 

Saturday, August 16, 2008  

7:00 a.m.ñ 9:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast  Sponsored by JAMS in Dispute  

 

Morning General Sessions  

9:00 ñ 9:50 a.m.  òRepresenting Multiple Defendants in the Civil Action  

    Under the Revised Colorado Rules of Professional  

    Conductó           

    David C. Little, Esq., Greg Sapkoff, Esq.  

10:00 ñ10:50 a.m.  òSPECT Usage for Diagnosis of MTBIó   

    Dr. Hall Wortzel  

11:00 ñ11:50 a.m.  "Life After the New Rules: Emerging Challenges                 

    in e -Discovery"                                                                       

    John D. Martin, Esq.,  Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough,  

    LLP, Columbia, South Carolina  

 

Afternoon General Sessions  

òRapid Fire Hot Topics and Current Eventsó 

1:30 ñ 1:55 p.m. UM/UIM Update    Wendy Walberg, Esq. 

1:55 ñ 2:20 p.m. The Subpoena from Helló Thomas Henson, Esq. 

2:30 ñ 2:55 p.m. Premises Liability    Allison Ailer, Esq.  

2:55 ñ 3:20 p.m. Alcon Issues     Marc Carlson, Esq.  

3:30 ñ 3:55 p.m.  òVideotaped Depositions:    Michael Wathem, Esq.   

      Practice and Pitfallsó 

3:55 ñ 4:20 p.m. Legislative Update    Jeffrey Ruebel, Esq. 



 

 

Saturday, August 16, 2009 (Continued)  

Closing Celebration  

Sponsored by JAG 

5:00 p.m.ñ 8:00 p.m . 

This is an event for the entire family. There will be an òAdult Bar,ó a Kidõs 

Soda Bar, and food for everyone.  There will be special entertainment for the 

children and, of course, wonderful music for the adults!  

 

About Your Speakers 

Allison Ailer is an associate at Nathan Bremer Dumm & Myers, P.C., where she focuses 

her practice on commercial litigation and insurance defense.  She represents defendants 

in a variety of settings, including trials, appeals, and alternative dispute resolution.  Ms. 

Ailer has worked with in -house counsel, insurance adjusters, non -profit organizations 

and individuals defending against claims under the Premises Liability Act, the Colorado 

Consumer Protection Act, the Wrongful Death Act, Dram Shop Act, and the Colorado 

Workersõ Compensation Act.   

Ms. Ailer received a Bachelor's of Arts in History and English Journalism from Miami 

University in 1993.  In 2001, she received a Juris Doctorate from the University of Pittsburgh School of 

Law.  She spent her first three years practicing law in the commercial litigation and employment law 

groups of a large general commercial litigation firm in Denver.   

 

 

Judge Jack Berryhill is a district judge in the 1st Judicial District (Jefferson and Gilpin 

counties) in Golden. Judge Berryhill was appointed to the bench in January 2000. He earned 

his B.A. degree, magna cum laude,  from Colorado College in 1968, an M.A. from Trinity Col-

lege, Dublin, Ireland, in 1969, and his J.D. degree from the University of Colorado in 1975, 

where he was managing editor of the law review.   He clerked for the Colorado Supreme 

Court before starting private practice, concentrating in civil litigation.  

 

 

 

Matthew Y. Biscan is a member of Clisham, Satriana & Biscan, LLC, in Denver  He repre-

sents individuals, businesses, medical and other professionals, healthcare institutions, and 

insurers. Mattõs practice is largely devoted to the defense of commercial, insurance, tort, and 

professional -liability litigation. Matt provides legal advice on business transactions, risk 

management, and regulatory compliance.  He is licensed to practice law in the states of Colo-

rado, Minnesota, and New York.  He is listed in the fifth edition of the Heritage Founda-

tionõs Annual Guide to Public Policy Expert s in the areas of Regulation and the Bureaucracy, 

Business and Labor, and Government and Public Affairs.  Matt is the Immediate Past -

President of CDLA, past Secretary -Treasurer of DRI, and is a member of the International Association of 

Defense Counsel and of the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel.  


